Harvard Department of English
Graduate Ancient Greek Examination. Gordon Teskey

Instructions. Please translate in prose ONE of the following selections. You may use a
printed Greek dictionary. No other aids, including electronic devices, may be used. Please
double space your translation. NB: The descriptions in English before each selection are
meant to aid you by describing in general terms what happens in the passage. In selection
#3, from the New Testament, the description also includes some context.

1.

lliad 11.153-62. Like a fire driven by the wind through thickets, Agamemnon
attacks, urging on the Argives as he slaughters the Trojans whose empty chariots
are drawn along the dikes of war (i.e., between the ranks of fighters) while the
charioteers lie dead.
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Aristotle. Poetics. Chapter 4. The origin of poetry is from two things: the natural
human desire to imitate and also the natural pleasure taken by everyone in
imitated things. Because of these natural proclivities in us, those with talent
improvised and improved to bring poetry into being.
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3.The Gospel According to Matthew 14:26-33. Jesus has sent his disciples in a
ship to cross the Sea of Galilee while he goes to a mountain to pray. By evening,
the ship was in trouble because of headwind and waves. Jesus came out to the
ship, walking on the water. The disciples think he’s a ghost (fantasma). Peter asks
to walk out to Jesus and does so but then fears and begins to sink. Jesus saves him
and they go to the ship, at which the wind drops. The disciples call Jesus ‘Son of
God.’
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